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Dear Parents & Carers								30 September 2024

You will no doubt have read or heard about the dangers associated with mobile phones and online games.   We recognise that some KS2 children now have mobile phones. This can be helpful preparation for secondary school when children are moving to greater independence. 

If children are walking home alone for example, we understand that you may wish for your child to have a Mobile Phone/ Smart Watch with them.  We would like to remind you of the following:

· Many apps such as ‘Whatsapp’, ‘Instagram’, ‘Snapchat’ and ‘TikTok’ have lower age limits of 13 years and so should not be used by primary age children. 

· Children’s disagreements can quickly turn into cyber bullying if unkind thoughts or pictures are posted online or sent by text message.

· Even games such as ‘Minecraft’ can be used for online grooming and to send inappropriate messages to children.

· Because of this, children do not have permission to have or use mobile phones in school. 

· Phones/Smart Watches should be switched off as soon as children come in through the gates at Hazell Avenue or Penrith Way. In the afternoon they should not be switched on until children are outside the school gates.

· Phones/Smart Watches will be held in the office during the school day, but will be handed to the teacher at the beginning of the day. Children should then come to the office window once they have been dismissed from class to collect their phones. Only devices clearly labelled with a child’s name will be given directly. If the item is not named it will be kept in the school office until an adult can collect.

· All devices should be clearly marked with the child’s name. Items are brought to school at parents’ own risk: school cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage.
In order to help us to keep all children safe from cyberbullying and other possible online dangers, please complete the attached form if you wish your child to bring a mobile phone or other messaging devices such as IPods, SMART Watches, etc. to school. Phones or other devices found in school which have not been registered with us will be held in the school office for parents/carers to collect.

	Child’s Name
	Child’s Mobile Phone No

	I give permission for my child to bring in the following device
(Please state device name)

	I confirm my child’s mobile phone/device is clearly marked with their name.                 Yes/No

	I have discussed the School’s Social Media Code of Conduct with my child.                 Yes/No

	Parent/Carer Signature:                                                                                       Date:

	Child’s Signature:                                                                                                 Date:



Thank you for your support.

Yours sincerely

Mrs J Heritage
Head Teacher 
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